Data Management Workshop Panel Questions, Lenore Responses:

1) What data formats(s) do you as a data manager find most difficult to deal with when submitting and or loading data to the OTN data system?

CSV/MS Excel Issue - Date (time) fields in Excel can be very unpredictable.  Date (time) is far less prone to auto-magic revision if using separate fields for each component of Date, i.e. Year, Month, Day, Time.  Decimals may also auto-magically change by either removing and/or adding invalid precision.

Constraint Checking – as OTN’s data forms to not include constraint checking (i.e. REQUIRED not empty; FORMAT validation; check list, ex. SEX either U, F, M) thus leaving much more validation checking upon receipt of files.  Which then tends to lead to back and forth between OTN and data providers for cleanup/clarifications.

2) What suggestions do you as a data manager and or data manager have for equipment manufactures to facilitate the collection and quality control of tag release and receiver deployment metadata
Create electronic specifications for all instrumentation, sending to purchaser upon delivery. 
Create system for instrument owner/purchasers to sign-off on (authorize) automatically providing electronic specifications to others (i.e. OTNDC) upon delivery of instrumentation.  
Need system for “knowing” who the instrument owner is irrelevant to who “physically purchases” instrumentation (can often be admin support, students, etc.) …
