Ian Jonsen

2. As per the expectations of funding organizations, what aspects of the OTN tracking data should be made publicly available?

Google search ‘nserc open data’ returns ….

http://www.science.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=9990CB6B-1 - 2011-11-18

CIHR, NSERC and SSHRC are committed to developing a shared approach for improving access to publicly funded research in keeping with internationally recognized best practices, standards and policies for funding and conducting research.

links to …

http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/32005.html - 2013-01-04
deposit … data into the appropriate public database … immediately upon publication of research results;

http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/policies-politiques/statements-enonces/edata-donnees_electroniques-eng.aspx - 2012-06-20
All research data collected with the use of SSHRC funds must be preserved and made available for use by others within a reasonable period of time. SSHRC considers "a reasonable period" to be within two years of the completion of the research project for which the data was collected.

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/Policies-Politiques/assesscontrib-evalcontrib_eng.asp#1 - 2011-06-24

.. most common and effective means of disseminating results is through the publication of articles in refereed journals. … other means of dissemination exist, including transfer of technology … onus is on the researcher to select the most appropriate vehicle ...

http://www.api-ipy.gc.ca/pg_IPYAPI_055-eng.html#chp4 - 2012-11-14
… data, including operational data delivered in real time, are made available fully, freely, openly, and on the shortest feasible timescale …

Not results for ‘innovations canada data’, searching within the site gives testimonial …

http://www.innovation.ca/en/ResearchInAction/ImpactStory/Democratizingbiology - June 6, 2012
When members of ... team discover an unpublished bar code, they share it with the public, and the specimens they trap are made available to any academic who wishes to study them. “I was given public money, so I consider my data public data,” says Smith. “Whether it’s the GigaPans or the publicly available bar codes or the bycatch from the traps, transparency gives the data more value.”

Conclusion: OTN’s data policy and practice as I described in my opening remarks are compatible with the expectations of the funding agencies. 

Mathieu Dever
1. Are you aware of any public OTN datasets that should be available on the OTN website but are not?

According to OTN’s own policy and proposed practice, most of the data that it manages is generally not as public as it should be or could be. So why isn’t all of the data that should be public not, actually public? The main reason being that we are a small group and we have to balance our time between acquiring data, processing it and developing software. In any case no group however large can do everything at once. As data manager’s we are simply not in a rush to make all of data automatically public. We instead want the data providers and their trusted collaborators to review and approve it first, that is actually try to use it. Hence the new URL for ‘Get Detection Extracts:’ and the ability to easily share results with other OTN members. A major exception to this rule however is: names of collections appearing in ‘Other Pages:’ ( e.g.  contacts ), global and regional summary pages and maps, and the GoogleEarth flyover popups. This way everyone at least knows what we have. Some specific examples - as for detailed discovery metadata, it is not made public until the principal investigator and or custodian has had an opportunity to review it. Most NW Atlantic and OTN Canada researchers did this last year. Most of the North East Pacific researchers formerly associated with POST have not however reviewed their discovery metadata. The answer is, we only just got it. I am in fact meeting with a group of these trackers next week to replay the workshop and amongst other things, get them to review their discovery metadata using the newly released ‘Review Static Discovery Metadata’ url. As for the tag releases, some data are now being published on OBIS but again only after it is reviewed by the principal investigator and or custodian. We expect the newly released URL “?” to speed this process up. Finally we expect that the joint OTN-IOOS/NANOOS to be demoed next week in Seattle to be the next big step in terms of public access to OTN detection data and its integration with already public oceanographic data.  

2. Do you have any suggestions to improve the OTN data system, that would be easy to implement?

